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time, on Babylon.    Sennacherib expelled him by de-
feating his Elamite supporters and set up a native
Babylonian of the old royal house, thus abandoning his
own claims to Babylonia which had been ruled by two
of his predecessors as its kings.    Then the king had to
turn to west for revolts had broken out there on the
instigation of Egypt.    Lull of Sidon had imposed his
authority over all Phoenicia and Hezekiah of Judah
over Philistia. In Ashkelon and Ekron kings had been
deposed.    Sennacherib drove Luli across the sea and
Phoenicia submitted.    Philistia was likewise subdued
with a strong hand.    Shabaka sent an army to the help
of the  Palestinians when the Assyrian monarch moved
towards the borders of Egypt  but the latter beat the
Egyptian forces at Eltekeh.    All arrangements in the
land were now made as Sennacherib wanted.   The
whole territory was ravaged and more than two hund-
red thousand people were taken as spoils.    Soon the
monarch returned home.    The siege of Jerusalem was
continued by his officials while the king Hezekiah held
out heroically within.   Then a compromise was accept-
ed and   the Assyrians raised   the siege.      Hezekiah
foolishly admitted ambassadors from the Babylonian
pretender Marduk-pal-iddina for which the Prophet
Isaiah  rebuked him.    Sennacherib,  this  time deter-
mined to put an end to the pretender, hounded him
out of Babylonia and from his original home in Bit-
Yakin,   and forced him to take refuge in the Elamite
territory while he placed his own son Ashur-nadin-
shum on the throne of Babylon after deposing his pup-
pet-king Bel-ibni,    In 693    B.C.   Sennacherib   fitted
out a flotilla and embarked on it with his   army down
the course of Euphrates and reached the sea.    The
Elamite coast was ravaged and the fugitive Ghaldaeans
with their gods and Elamite prisoners were sent captives,
kk hundreds to Assyria.    This was to catch Marduk-
pal-iddina who disappeared from the scene, whether
ctead or   alive we do not know.    Furious at this spolla-
of his coastal territory the Elamite   king at once
Babylonia and  captured  both  Sippar  and